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The Tianxia(X ) Worldview in Ancient China and the View of World Order
in Occident

Liu Danchen (China University of Political Science and Law)

Abstract: The Tianxia(KF) worldview was origined in the Pre-Qin period and presents the ancient Chinese conception of
the order of world. Its supreme idea is universal harmony. All these made Chinese culture have the meaning to embrace non-
Chinese,and formed the unique centripetal force of the Chinese. The traditional Chinese foreign policy showed principles of
“one” and “unity”. We have to discriminate the differences of Chinese and non-Chinese in the tributary system. The
differences of Chinese and Non-Chinese could be traced back to the argument between Chinese and barbarians, which was not
merely nationalism. The relation between the Middle Kingdom and tributary states was neither equal to modern international
relations in the tributary system,nor to colonial powers and colonies. The distinguishing feature of this kind of order is peace
and mutual benefit, The Peace Treaties of Westphalia established the criteria to identify nation state according to modern
international relations. Respecting for sovereignty and deepening the conception of nation had progressive significance, but
should not be overstated. The powers dominated a set of systems after The Peace Treaties of West phalia. The world order
was founded after great wars even catastrophes. The Occident took the lead in modernizing the culture, extracted preeminent
values and then expanded world-widely with the power of industrial civilization, to found the world order. As the only
continuous civilization on the earth, the Chinese culture has the great values that could be conductive to the whole world. The
key question is how the Chinese culture modernizes itself, meanwhile benefits others.

Key words: the Tianxia(FRF) worldview; tributary system; The Peace Treaties of West phalia ; sovereignty; the view of

world order in occident
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