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Vehicles, Walking and Life Politics:

An Investigation Based on The Book of Rites
Zhu Cheng (Shanghai University)

Abstract ; From the numerous recordings of etiquette arrangements in The Book of Rites that involved the use of vehicles and
walking, we can find the concern of order within daily life commute of rule-by-rite traditions. Comparing the vehicles used by
a noble to the standard of cart using, his level of nobility in his politic life could be distinguished. His cart and saddleries were
his political identity. Even walking, the most ordinary means of travelling, when being of different position or being in
different occasions, would be regulated by specific etiquette requirements. From the way one walks, things like one’ s
position,or one’s seniority,could be told. This made walking on his feet a demonstration of the order of society. Similarly,in
the modern world, the way one travels still somehow reflects a certain degree of “life politics”. But the distribution of
communication resource is no longer dominated by the old hierarchy system. It is now the public rationality and modern value
brought by modern public life that dominate the modern communication and the social order within it.

Key words: The Book of Rites; vehicles;rule-by-rite; hierarchy;life politics ;communication etiquette
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