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Wittgenstein’s Ethical Thought and Its Inner Dilemma

Dai Haigiang (Beijing Normal University)

Abstract : Wittgenstein’s ethics has close relation with his investigation of language. The change of his philosophy of language
in early and later periods reflects to his ethical thought. The early Wittgenstein maintains that the ethics is inexpressible
through the analysis of the logic of language; the later Wittgenstein completes the clarification of ethical propositions by the
investigation of grammar. However, there is inner dilemma in his ethical though:the early ethics suffers the mysticism which
cannot handle problems of moral rules; the later ethics could deal with moral judgment and moral practice, but it is
encompassed with relativism.
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