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On Translation of the Wine Imagery in Rubdiyat from the Perspective of Cultural

Translation
Wang Xiaoli (East China Normal University)

Abstract : Imagery is frequently used in poetry to express the poets” feelings, thoughts,ideas, states of mind and any sensory
experience. It is also closely connected to the culture, which always carries unique and deep cultural connotations. From the
perspective of cultural translation, the translator,as a negotiator between two different cultural systems,should try at his best
to reproduce the image and make it readable and acceptable for the target language reader. Based on a statistical analysis of
the wine imagery in two Chinese versions of Rubdiyat. The paper points out that the translator could only preserve the
original’s aesthetic rhetorical qualities by skillfully employing the poetics of his own culture.

Key words: cultural translation; Rubdiydt; imagery of poetry; wine
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