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On G. A. Cohen’s Critics to Libertarian’s Abuse of Language of Freedom
Zhou Jinhua (Wuhan University)

Abstract : Based on the standing of Socialist egalitarianism, G. A. Cohen stingingly criticizes libertarian’s abuse of language of
freedom: firstly, as regard to using of the concept of “freedom”, firstly, it equalizes “freedom”to private property;Secondly,
as to definition of the concept of “freedom”, it secretly transport the condition of moral legitimacy, and finally lead to circular
definition; thirdly, with respect to the definition of the concept of economic freedom, it makes a mistake of narrowing it.
Cohen’s refutation, dismantles libertarian’ s arguments thoroughly, discloses its definitional faults and logic mistakes,
exposes its producing process of ideological illusion. This has important meanings for us to reexamine liberalism and
libertarianism’s viewpoint of freedom.
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