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Nation Standard or Economic Factor:

“The Upper Silesia Question” in Paris Peace Conference

Wang Zhihua (University of Tuebingen)

Abstract: In early 1918, the President of the United States Woodrow Wilson put forward “Fourteen Point” which promised
that Poland could be founded according to the ethnologic criteria, with the consideration given to economic and strategic
factors as well. In Paris Peace Conference held in the next year, the Big Three had once given Upper Silesia directly to
Poland according to the ethnologic criteria. Later, they decided that the ownership of Upper Silesia would be determined by
plebiscite, according to the Article 88 of the Treaty of Versailles, as the only compromise in order to urge Germany to sign
the treaty. The relevant regulations are totally a product of the Great-power Politics. The Big Three did not expect that their
solution for the Upper Silesia Question not only failed to restore peace in that area, but involved millions of people in a failed
human experiment.

Key words: Paris Peace Conference; Upper Silesia; Woodrow Wilson; Poland; Fourteen Point ; Treaty of Versailles
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German Delegation to the signing of the Treaty of Versailles,pp. 458~459.



