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Anti-phenomenology and the Re-exploration: Levinas’s Latter Thought

Tao Yusu (Guizhou University)

Abstract ; Levinas holds that ontology and phenomenology are intertwined, for that being is present and must be appearing.
Ontology and phenomenology inevitably lead to totality and identity, which suppress “the other”. Inspired by Derrida’ s
criticism, Levinas in his latter thought proposes “otherwise than being” against ontology, diachronic time against the
essentialized synchronic time, “saying” against “the said” that turns everything into objects of representation, thus begins to
flee from phenomenology and explore again.

Key words: diachrony; Levinas; phenomenology; ontology
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