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Research on the Reign Title of Ming and Qing Dynasties
Feng Tianyu (Wuhan University)

Abstract : Adopting the lineage of the emperors to record the country’s time sequence implies the demand of manifesting the
legitimacy and divinity of Royalty in both domestic and foreign affairs. The Emperor Wu of Han dynasty initiated the reign
title system,and here on it lasted for 2033 years. From Han to Song dynasty, when meeting the extraordinary events such as
auspicious sign,internal strife and natural disasters etc. , most emperors chose to set up new reign titles for refreshing. In this
case,one emperor might use dozens of reign titles, which made the historical recording quite inconvenient. Therefore, from
Yuan dynasty on.one emperor adopted no more than two reign titles. During Ming and Qing dynasty,one emperor could only
adopt one reign title, and henceforth the latter became the representative of the former. However, as the historical
development during this period disrupted itself occasionally,the using of reign titles appeared quite complicated. This article
tries to bring this situation into clarity and offer a sketch of the imitation and modification of the reign title system (Ming and
Qing dynasty in particular) by the countries within Chinese-cultural circle,such as Japan, Korean and Vietnam.

Key words: reign title; one reign title one empire; imperial China
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