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A Study of Yu Yan’s Yi-ology under the View of Imagery Theory

Su Jiangiang (Shandong University)

Abstract: Yu Yan’s Imagery Theory derives its origin from the I-Ching Theory of Han Dynasty and Cheng-Zhu’s I-Ching
Theory of Song Dynasty. It mainly discusses the theory about hexagram images, hexagram bodies and linear images, and
follows the principle of balancing between image-number system and argumentative philosophy while Yu wrote his
Commentaries of I-Chi. By doing so, he attempted to deduce the way of man from the way of heaven, so as to make a
connection between heaven and man. The key in the process is the Hexagram image, which is the symbol connecting the way
of heaven and that of man, that is, the hexagram images represent the natural phenomena, the hexagram bodies the
relationship of the natural phenomena, the main line of the linear images the meaning of the hexagram,and Cheng-Cheng-Bi-
Ying (FeK L)% ) the inner connotation of the hexagram. The sages made analogy between the hexagram images and the
natural phenomena and the invisible laws of the heaven and earth can also be illuminated through hexagram images, from
which the philosophy of man derives.

Key words: Yu Yan;hexagram image; hexagram body; linear image; the main line; Yi-ology
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