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Influences of Japanese War of Aggression Against China on the Cities
in East Central China

He Yimin (Sichuan University)

Liu Yang (Sichuan University)

Abstract: The east central area has been the most developed and most populous region which has got the greatest number of
cities and had dominant influences in modern China. In 1930s, the Japanese militarists launched an offensive against China
where the east-central region became the main battleground. Cities there were damaged seriously and some trapped a
sustained decay. This thesis analyzes influences of Japanese War of Aggression to the cities in East Central China from three
aspects. To begin with, cities have experienced the direct destruction and impact of the war where the residents were
massacred , social structures were destroyed,industry and commerce declined, streets and buildings were damaged. Then, since
most cities in the east-central region have been the colonies. both the internal motivation factors and the external space
environment of urban development have changed, which gave rise to a severe decay. To end up with,due to the war, part of
modern industry,commerce, finance, culture and education in major cities of this area were forced to move to rear area, which
affected these cities to some extent. By and large, with the impact of various factors, urban development of east central area
was blocked and a substantial number of cities remained stagnant or even retrogressed.

Key words: Japanese invasion warj; cities in East Central China; colonial rule
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