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Nomadic, Rhizomatic and Rootless

——A Study on Western Cultural Sojourners’ Practice in China

Liu Xuewei (Wuhan University)

Abstract; The “cultural sojourner”, a new type of international migrant group that has appeared in the age of globalization,
is treated as the freest alienated type of sociological form of the “stranger”. Today , there’re more and more Western cultural
sojourners come to China, taking part in the intercultural communication practice independently and autonomously. An
important issue of intercultural communication studies to be addressed here is how a new model of intercultural relations has
been constructed between East and West in a post-modern context. Deleuze’s philosophy describes a plural, dynamic view of
“becoming”, not a static structure of the “differences”, while intercultural communication, in its essence, a process of
becoming others and relations construction. The “nomadic” sojourning experiences, the “rhizomatic” way of practice and the
“rootless” way of thinking of those Western cultural sojourners, represent an anti-modelization reform of intercultural
practice in the context of globalization, providing typical cases to the extension and application of Deleuze’s theories in the
field of intercultural communication.

Key words: cultural sojourner; intercultural communication; Gilles Deleuze
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