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Searching for the Rhythm of Traditional Agricultural Era by the Weeding Gongs
and Drums
Focus on the Edge Region of Chuan, Chu & Shan( )

Zhang Jianmin (Wuhan University)

Abstract : As an important intangible culture heritage of the traditional farming music, the weeding gongs and drums not only
have the professional value of the music ,art, language and so on , but also have the social function of active working
atmosphere, improve labor efficiency, pray for good weather and so on. The weeding gongs and drums accumulated rich
historical and cultural information in the form of simple straightforward, as well as contained the deep and important spirit of
the time. It should be paid much attention to the spirit of the cooperation in the condition of small-scale peasant economy. It
continue for a long time through the way such as help each other and exchange labor . whether in the mountains or beyond
the extensive slash-and-burn farming methods. The weeding gongs and drums do not exist in isolation art form at the
beginning . What the prominent characteristics is that the weeding gongs and drums must be combined with collective work
mutual aid . It is of great significance for understanding traditional farming technology ,agriculture etc.

Key words: weeding gongs and drums; cooperative farming; farming system; farming culture
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