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The Objective Abstraction of Value Forms in the Process of Labor Abstraction
and Commodity Exchange

——First Introduction of Alfred Sohn-Rethel’s Geistige und Korperliche Arbeit
Zhang Yibing (Nanjing University)

Abstract ; Alfred Sohn-Rethel argues that the structure of commodity exchange revealed by Marx is the real foundation of
Kant’s formation of a priori synthesis of ideas. In his view, the abstractly formalized complex economic function or
mechanism, which is constructed around the relations of commodity exchange as its core, generates outside seemingly of
human experience a spontaneously moving and adjustable a priori social synthesis function in the capitalist mode of
production. The abstraction process of commodity exchange is consistent and similar with that of a priori synthesis of ideas
in Kantian epistemology. It follows that the abstraction in Kantian a priori synthesis of ideas is neither an a priori formation
through God’ s power, nor an induction from sensual experiences, but rather, it is determined by the real abstraction of
particular commodity exchanges. It is the real origin of the abstract formation in Kantian epistemology of a priori synthesis
of ideas.

Key words: Alfred Sohn-Rethel; Geistige und kérperliche Arbeit ; real abstraction; phenomenology; a priori synthesis of

ideas; Kantian epistemology; uniformity(einheitlichkeit)
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