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The Dual-structural-factor of the Disseminating of Conflict Topics in the New

Media Context

—— A Case Study on Linwu Melon Farmer Event

Wu Xiaolin (Central South University)

Tang Minglei (Nankai University)

Abstract: The new media reconstructs the disseminating system of conflicting topics, causing greater challenges for local
governmental conflict management. The case study on Linwu melon farmer event indicates that the intervention of the new
media breaks geographical restrictions to the online community for local conflict management. With a view of the introversive
paradigm of conflict subject communication. this study discovers that the particularity of the conflict event and the
inappropriate governmental actions are two fundamental conditions for conflict subjects communication in a “tagging” and
“emotional” manner. Therefore, the Double-structural-factors as structural tensions between the new media and the local

government information system, the conflict handling and the conflict conversion,lead to the strength of the dissemination of

conflicting topics.

Key words: conflict management;local government;new media;conflicting topic
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