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The Politics of Spectators:the Repercussions of Chinese Intellectuals Aiming
at the Second Italo-Abyssinian War

Zhou Haijian (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: The Italo-Abyssinian War was only a regional warfare, which outbroke in the Africa,far away from China, but it
caused Chinese intellectuals”’ vigilance to the Chinese future and fate. As an event, the spread and interpretation of Italo-
Abyssinian War in China did not only show the powerful state concepts and national sentiments among Chinese intellectuals,
but also concerned with the domestic politics in China. The discussions around the Italo-Abyssinian War reflected that Chinese
intellectuals have an obvious versatility. The war impelled them to rethink the effect and significance of the League of Nations
in Chinese issues and ruminated the international policies and foreign affairs to Japan of China.It was a difficult problem that
China should ally which country between Italy and Abyssinia. The problem made Chinese nationalists lapse into dilemma.

Key words: the Italo-Abyssinian War; Chinese intellectuals; nationalism;the League of Nations;Sino-Japanese relations
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