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Social Network Analysis on Micro-blog Public Opinion Diffusion

in Public Agenda
Weng Shihong (University of Shanghai for Science & Technology)
Zhang Yun (University of Shanghai for Science &. Technology)

Abstract: Drawing on cases from influential public events in the process of public agenda setting in China, especially taking
the “under the dome” environmental protection in event in 2015 as an example, this paper aims to explore the social network
structure in the process of micro-blog public opinion diffusion in public agendas based on social network analysis (SNA).The
analysis reveals that the new whole network structure based on new media changes the action of social actors,in which
consistently the mode of public agenda-setting is transformed from the traditional one-way to the interactive-way. The
netizens from media and active celebrity are key notes and play very important roles in this interactive network.It shows that
new media is easier result with public agenda than traditional media. This paper expands the application of SNA in public
agenda and the study will help to realize the decision-making professional and political participation orderly, as well as
enhance the capability of governance.

Key words: public agenda; micro-blog public opinion; unconventional emergencies events; social network analysis (SNA)
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