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The New Culture Movement and the 20" Century Chinese

Philosophy Development
Li Weiwu (Wuhan University)

Abstract: The New Culture Movement has become an important stage of Chinese philosophy transformation from ancient to
modern in recent 100 years. It led to philosophy full development and created the formation of modern traditional Chinese
philosophy, deeply affected the process of the 20" Chinese philosophy. The philosophers began to be conscious of some
important philosophical problems and reached epochal achievements under the influence of the New Culture Movement.
Firstly, the concept of history was updated from evolutionary history into historical materialism. Secondly, the political
philosophy was changed from democracy to socialism. Thirdly, the ontology problem was transformed from scientism to
humanism. These all indicate the New Culture Movement has nearly become the new “axial age” in the century of Chinese
philosophy development.

Key words: the New Culture Movement; the 20™ century Chinese philosophy; concept of history; political philosophy; on-

tology
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