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West Riding: A Sample Region From Proto-industrialization

towards Industrialization and Urbanization
Liu Jinghua (Tianjin Normal University)

Zhao Weiwei (Social Science Documents Press)

Abstract: West Riding was one of the three important wool textile industry regions in early modern England.In the 18th and
19th centuries, the thriving textile industry of West Riding put the so-called national industry to a peak of development.
Although the British Industrial Revolution started from the cotton industry, but the West Riding woolens industry not only
contributed a lot to the revolution of cotton industry, but also followed it by application of modern industrial technology
earlier and rooted successfully the factory system on the base of original manufactory. Therefore, West Riding was one of the
important areas of the British Industrial Revolution, the second center of machine textile industry after Lancashire and it
promoted the local urbanization and population nonragricultured. In short, West Riding is one successful area from proto-
industrialization towards industrialization and urbanization.
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