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On Wang Chuanshan’s Discourse of Distributive Justice

Peng Chuanhua (Ethics Institute, Zhejiang University of Finance and Economics)

Abstract: Wang Chuanshan’s discourse of distributive justice has been an important discourse in Wang Chuanshan’s political
ideology for its elements of modern ideology. Wang Chuanshan has raised the distribution idea to “treat natural products with
earnest and caution,and to make distributions according to their ordinary states”,and to reform the traditional ideology on
“equality and justice”, maintaining that “equality and justice” does not mean to live together with joint forces under the
collective system,nor does it mean to carry out the mandatory principle of equal distribution to “suppress people of high
positions, while to promote people of low positions”, but to follow “The Dao of Xieju”. Because the “The Dao of Xieju”
within Wang Chuanshan’s view has contained the possibility of producing “public reason”, highlighting the principle of
“need” in distrbutive justice. reflecting a comprehensive spirit of freedom, it has been an important principle to achieve
“equality and justice” and an important way to realize distrbutive justice. To conclude, there have been many reasonable and
progressive ideological elements in Wang Chuanshan’ s discourse of distributive justice that can provide important
implications for today’s socialistic China to realize distributive justice and to construct a harmonious socialist society.

Key words: Wang Chuanshan; distributive justice; “equality and justice”; “The Dao of Xieju”; principle of need
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