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Theoretical Development of New Media and Intercultural Communication

Xiao Jun (School of Journalism and Communication Wuhan University)

Abstract ; The ultimate concern of intercultural communication research is to realize cultural integration, thus achieving the
highest value of harmony. New media, especially the digital media, employ the technology which can store, process and
diffuse information in digital form, and have become the basic instrument of intercultural communication. Hence, the
theoretical development of new media and intercultural communication research has gradually shown. Along with the
definition, historical development and power structure of new media, the intrinsic relationship and practical development
between new media and intercultural communication create academic concern of reality. The boundary of intercultural
communication has changed from nation-state to network society. Heterogeneity and diversification of opposition and unity
have appeared in the subject and object in intercultural communication. The way of intercultural communication turns to be
sharable, interactive and innovative with media convergence. The cultural cognition in intercultural communication has
entered into digital Renascence. Therefore, in media events related to intercultural communication, new media demonstrates
significations in multi-dimension. There are more possibilities for the research in new media and intercultural
communication. Moreover, critical issues in intercultural communication should also be concerned.

Key words:new media; intercultural communication; digital Renascence
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