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Difference between Truth and Goodness

——A Comparison between Traditional Chinese and Western Ethics

Qiang Yihua (School of Philosophy, Hubei University)

Abstract: Both traditional Chinese and western ethicists in some degree bring truth into their inquiry of goodness,
therefore both ethics become the unification of truth and goodness. However, traditional Chinese ethics(especially
the Confucian one) regards goodness as truth and therefore it is in essence the ethics which merely inquires
goodness. Traditional western ethics regards truth as goodness and therefore it is the ethics which seriously inquires
both truth and goodness by connecting the ethics with epistemology. The difference between truth and goodness in
traditional Chinese and western ethics systematically embodies in their discussion concerning the object of morality,
the method of goodness acquisition and the way of moral judgment which makes the two ethics the one with different
style. Different style means the necessity of learning from each other and integration. To explore the difference
between truth and goodness in them can provide foundation which help them to learn from and integrate each other.
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