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Some Reflections on Kant’s Account of Moral Motivation

Heiner F. Klemme (Martin Luther University of Halle Wittenberg)

Abstract ; Bernard Williams claims that Immanuel Kant advances an externalist conception of reasons and motives and argues
that the Kantian account cannot be true. In this paper,] would like to claim as against Williams first that Kant is not an
externalist, but an internalist with regard to moral reasons, and second that Kant’s account is much more complication as
Williams and many other readers of Kant seem to be aware of. In the first part of my paper I outline the main idea of Kant’s
internalist conception of moral motivation. In the second part,I argue that moral motivation should be understood on Kantian
grounds as a complex phenomenon comprising a formal, an emotive and an autonomous dimension. Finally,in part three, I
summarize my argument.
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