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Opera of Yuan Dynasty from the Perspective of Imperial Examination

Yu Laiming (Center for Chinese Traditional Culture, Wuhan University)

Abstract : Since Wang Guowei credited the prospering of Zaju(Z%Ji]) to the abolishment of imperial examination, the
relationship between imperial examination and opera was considered opposite. However, as an important cultural system.
the relationship between them also showed positive. Readers can look the point of selecting talents according to writing
operas as national and nongovernmental culture activities. No government selected talents according to writing operas, but
the imperial examination did. It is an alternative imperial examination. In this opinion, more deeply understanding can be got
about the names like talents of writing groups and champion of opera writers. By tracing the knowledge of imperial
examination included in operas of Yuan Dynasty, we can find that South operas were more closely with imperial examination
than Zaju(Z%J§]) , which was directly related to the place they produced.

Key words: Yuan Dynasty; opera; imperial examination; selecting talents according to writing operas; writing group
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