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Necessary Knowledge and Rational Meanings of Religious Belief

———0On Clement’s Application of Aristotle’s Epistemology to His Defensive Thought
Zhai Zhihong (Professor, Wuhan University)

Xu Yuming (Doctoral Candidate, Wuhan University)

Abstract: It was when its theological system wasestablished at the initial stage that Christianity met the inquiry on the
rationality of cognition from Roman philosophers with Greek background. How to answer the challenge of rationality became
one of the primary theoretic problems for the bishops in the early patristic era. Clement,on the basis of inherent consistency
in both Greek philosophy and Christianity,and using. Aristotle’s viewpoint of the necessary knowledge, claims that faith is a
kind of self-evident knowledge.and faith has a foundational position in the provable knowledge. The defensive thought that
Clement formed on the Aristotle’s epistemology and the main question that was narrated by him in the process,have brought
a broad influences in the history. And Aquinas and Plantinga make responses to the questions in different approaches.

Key words: knowledge; rationality; Aristotle; Clement
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