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The Ethical Interpretation of Tortures in Harold Pinter’s One for the Road

Liu Hongwei (Professor,Zhongnan University of Economics and Law)

Abstract: Harold Pinter” s one-act One for the Road (1983) represents the turning point of his literary claim in his later
works,and shows the return of ethical nature of literature. As an interrogator, Nicolas regards the “authority supremeness”
as his only ethical belief and principle. The choice of being powerful-self activates his animal factors, demonstrated by a series
of irrational behaviors, which not only brings about a disaster to the Victors but also makes himself lose family’s love and
become the victim of totalitarian and violence. By the moral exemplum of Nicolas, Pinter tries to manifest that any governing
that makes the so-called “public interests” overpower the individual interests would eventually become the tyranny.
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