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The Conflicting Views on Extravagance and Frugalness in Early Modern England
Seeing from Clothing

Tan Saihua (Lecturer, Hunan Normal University)

Abstract: With the rapid development of colonial trade,the English competed to buy fashionable linen and cotton clothing in
the 16th and 17th century. The imported apparel led to a lot of gold outflow. mercantilists and Puritan campaigned for
controlling extravagance. However,at the turn of the 17th and 18th century, England had the capacity of producing silk and
cotton textiles. These clothing had been criticized as “foreign luxury”, which urgently needed to open up markets at home and
abroad, so the ideas of encouraging extravagance emerged. By the 18th century, the conflicting views on extravagance and
frugalness about clothing gradually reduced in the field of production and consumption,in turn came alive in political and
moral domain. Noble men established a moral model of keeping away from luxury by simple dress.which told their rejection
of royal family and increased legitimacy and orthodoxy for their ruling. This strategy was later absorbed and transformed by
the middle class.and simple costumes became a powerful weapon for their attacking aristocracy and asking to participate in
the regime.

Key words: clothing; extravagance; frugalness; England; social transformation
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