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U. S. and Japan’s Economic Aid to Southeast Asia in 1960s

Xu Jianhua (Associate Professor,Shenzhen University)

Abstract: In late 1950s, there was a dilemma in the area of U. S, foreign aid: the increasing need for foreign economic aid and
serious international balance of payments. The Kennedy Administration had to adjust its foreign aid policy and the burden-
sharing policy was presented to ask its allies to share the aid burden, which promoted the formation of the international aid
system. This U. S, aid policy adjustment had a major impact on Japan’s foreign economic assistance too. On the one hand, the
United States took practical measures to urge Japan to share the burden of their assistance in East Asia, which made Japan
put its foreign aid to Southeast Asia at the very beginning. On the other hand,as a formal member of OECD, Japan’s foreign
aid was required to meet the corresponding requirements.
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