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A Study on the History of Acceptance on Hu Shi’s Poetics:
Centered on the Debate about Intelligibility and Unintelligibility

Yu Qiangwei (Lecturer, Wuhan University)

Abstract : As the pioneer of modern poetics, Hu Shi advocated poetry should be easy to understand. In almost a century, this
poetic principle received acceptances accompany by doubts, giving rise to arguments on whether or not the new poetry should
be written intelligibly. With the demands of refinement on new poetry, Hu Shi sometimes expounded and improved his own
poetic theory in the debates and sometimes accepted the challenges of people with different poetic concepts and aesthetic
styles. This poetic principle stimulated the discussion about how to spread the poetry to the general public in the wave of
popularization. In New China,it also constructs the socialistic poetic discourse as the potential poetic basis, presenting new
characteristics during the process of acceptance.
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