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On Late Qing Scholar Yu Yue’s Synthesis and Explication of Han Yi Tradition

Lin Zhongjun (Professor,Shandong University)

Abstract ;: Following the academic trend of “evidential studies” popular from Qianglong to Jiaging period (1736 —1820), Yu
Yue (1821 —1907) engaged in an in-depth exploration on Han Yi tradition from two aspects of image-numerology and
exegesis. With regard to image-numerology,he integrated Xun Shuang (128 —190) and Yu Fan’s(164 — 233) theories of
ascending and descending of Yin and Yang forces and lateral linkage by which he further set forth his theory related to the
changing of lines; through deconstructing the hexagram changes theory in Han Yi tradition, he raised his view on the
alternation of soft and hard lines based on either the principle of inversion or that of conversion between two hexagrams of a

pair and announced his hexagram changes theory based on

*eight pure hexagrams and eight interchanged hexagrams”; he
discovered the problems of the Guaqi theory (correlating the trigrams and hexagrams with seasonal points) and amended
these defects; he inherited Han Yi tradition” s hermeneutic approach interpreting the changes by images so as to thread
through the text. In respect to exegesis, he focused on the rectification of punctuations, scrutiny of meanings of characters and
thorough comprehension of the variants of ancient characters by which he set forth many new interpretations different from
former scholars’ exegesis. Yu’s scholarship on the changes catered late Qing academic trait taking both the Han and Song
(960—1279) traditions into account, synthesized Han and Song image-numerology. reconstructed the Han Yi tradition by
integrating image-numerology and evidential exegesis and thus he turned out to be the most accomplished expert at Han Yi
tradition after Qian-Jia Period and exerted great influences upon the succession of and research on the tradition in later

generations,

Key words: Yu Yue; Han Yi tradition; Qian-Jia school
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