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The “Transparent Absurdity” and the “Pure Logic” .

On the Violent Enlightenment in Camus’s Caligula
Tu Xianfeng (Professor, Wuhan University)

Abstract : Caligula’s pursuit for “the realm of impossibility” in Camus’s drama about this Roman tyrant, means the breaking
of the boundaries and the invasion into “the realm of impossibility” in terms of values rather than facts and the dislocation of
them further highlights the absurdity of human existence. The point of all Caligula’s atrocities lies in his intentional
expressions and performances, which take a coherent form of “pure and persistent logic”,and aim at “uncovering the truth of
life”. All of these constitute some “violent enlightenment” about the absurd truth of being in this play.

Key words: Caligula; Camus; the realm of impossibility; violent enlightenment
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