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Local Gazetteers and the Evolution of Xu Xun Beliefs in Nanchang from Song
to Ming Dynasty
Chen Xi (Associate Professor, Wuhan University)

Wang Zhongjing (Graduate, Wuhan University)

Abstract: Xu Xun had been shaped multiply by both inside and outside the Taoist to make him be both the gods of Taoist
and popular beliefs in the evolution of Xu Xun beliefs in Nanchang area. The local gazetteers had played the unique role
besides the Taoist Scriptures(GEj#) in the evolution. On one hand, the sequence changes of Xu Xun in local gazetteers had
been synchronous with the reshaping by Taoist since the Tang and the Song Dynasties and the development of Jing-ming Sect
(¥ W38 during the Song and the Yuan Dynasties. On the other hand, because “map guide” ( Tujing Fl %) of Tang and
Song Dynasties was the carrier in which local deities were taken in country’s Register of Sacrifices(f£ ) and made them
legalized, the image of Xu Xun was reshaped according to country’s Register of Sacrifices in Nanchang during the Ming
Dynasty. Xu Xun was reshaped from a water god who could chop dragons living in rivers,a Cheng Chun(E %) of Taocist ,the
founder of Jing-ming Sect to the local patron saint who met the Confucian ritual classics and had performed meritorious
service to the local people by local gazetteers of Ming Dynasty, thereby being taken in the local Register of Sacrifices.

Key words:local gazetteers; Xu Xun beliefs; Nanchang; Song and Ming Dynasties
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