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Patterns of Family Sacrificing in Song Dynasty Based on Sacrificing Documents

Li Xu (Doctoral Candidate, Tsinghua University)

Abstract: There were two kinds of family sacrificing in Song dynasty.one was offered in ancestral temple, which was more
frequently held but less recorded in historic documents, the other was offered in graveyard, which had lower frequency but
more documentary records. Influenced by the imperial government, sacrifices in graveyard were well implemented with the
activity of Fen-huang (%% #%) attached much importance and concern, while the more constantly-held and more classical-
reasonable temple sacrifices received little focus in documents in stock. In order to make up the vacancy of the latter, the
regulation of family ancestral temple was formulated and books on private family sacrifices were composed from the middle
of Song Dynasty.

Key words: sacrificing documents; sacrifices in ancestral temple; sacrifices in graveyard
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