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The Reform of Holocaust Education in FRG in 1960s

Sun Wenpei (Lecturer, China University of Geosciences)

Abstract : Because of the Cold War, the Federal Republic of Germany”’s World War II history education deviated from the
facts of history. In the 1950s, Germans were trying to evade the historical guilt. Adorno was dissatisfied with the mass culture
in post-war German society, and published a series of radio address.in which “Education after Auschwitz” is most well-

&

known. He criticized the “barbaric” in German mass culture, such as “cold”, “strong”, “ collective”, *

* authoritarian
personality” and “materialized” and other dark side. He called for children’s education and public enlightenment in these
address. Adorno’s ideology of “Education after Auschwitz” aroused the young people’s anger in Germany, who questioned
their parents’ history during the Nazi era. Adorno’s ideology exerted a profound influence on the German political history
education since 1960s.

Key words: Adorno; Germany; Auschwitz; education
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