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Heavenly Principles Exist in Human Desires:
On the Relationship between Human Desires and Heavenly Principles in Wang

Fuchih’s Shih kuangchuan
Wang Bo (Doctoral Candidate, Wuhan University)

Abstract: The relationship between human desires and heavenly principles is an important topic in the history of Chinese
philosophy. In Shih Kuangchuan, Wang Fuchih demonstrated the reasonability of human desire by claiming his unique
theory of human nature, differentiated the different notion of human desire, and then criticized the theory of abstinence of
Buddhism,LLao Tze and the others by advocating the controlling function of heavenly principles upon human desire and the
importance of utilizing the material matters. We can see the profound spirit of rational sense and humanism in his theory.
Wang’s theory of relationship between human desire and heavenly principles owns some similarities with humanism and
enlightenment idea of modern West world.

Key words: heavenly principles; human desire; Wang Fuchih; Shih kuangchuan
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