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Kang Youwei and the Legitimacy Crisis of Monarchy at the End of Qing Dynasty
Zhang Xingjiu (Professor, Wuhan University)

Abstract: As for Kang Youwei,a political actor, “royalist” was only the strategy to achieve a fundamental change of the
society. However. he, “The Thinker Kang Youwei”, was also a subverter of the legitimacy of monarchy. The concepts of
democratic republic, freedom, equality and human rights advocated by him and his followers, merged a strong current together
with ideas from the revolutionaries just like Sun Yat-sen and so on, which completely cleaned up the concept system
supporting the traditional monarchy while the modern concept of political value becoming popular, therefore promoting the
revolutionary transformation of the political legitimacy symbolized by monarchy.

Key words: Kang Youwei; legitimacy crisis; imperial China
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