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The Etymological Analysis of Key Words of Chinese Literary Theory from
Perspective of Confucian Classics

Li Jianzhong (Professor, Wuhan University)

Abstract: In order to deduce the etymological analysis of key words of Chinese literary theory in view of Confucian classics,
this paper will put the deduction in three steps: First,analyse the original meaning of key words by using the text of the Five
Classics, bone-scripts and bronze scripts. Secondly, review the commentaries on classics which are represented by the school of
Han and Song. Moreover,arrange the explanations of key words from a perspective of Confucian classics . Thirdly,link with
the documents of “£(Jing)” and “£E (J1)” to recognize the poetic style of key words in the comments of poetries and essays.
The perspective of Confucian classics provides important academic value and enlightenment for the construction of theory
spectrum, the means of interpretation and the innovation in the study of key words of Chinese literary theory.
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