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The Beauty of Sincerity in Literature Theory in Ancient China

Liu Jinbo (Dean of Wuhan University Journal, Wuhan University)

Abstract : “Honest” is an important ethics, philosophy and aesthetic category in ancient China. It is the bond between the law
of nature and humanity. It is also the original state of integration of nature and humanity and the highest realm of communion
of the heart. In Chinese classical aesthetics, the substance of the beauty based on honesty is the beauty based on sincerity. It is
to pursue the source of freedom,the truth of nature,the good of original existence and the beauty of no extreme. The right
connotation in building theory of literature and art is to reveal the truth and principle of aesthetic, to clarify the laws of
growth and change of theory of literature and art and to study the rich cultural connotation of beauty of sincerity.

Key words: sincerity; unity of heaven and man; ancient Chinese literary criticism
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