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Favorable and Unfavorable Attitude Towards Mao’s Poetic Forewords
and Evolution of Confucianism

Zhang Jinmei (Professor, Hubei Minzu University)

Guo Minghao (Doctoral Candidate, Sichuan University)

Abstract: Mao’ s Poetic Forewords have become the key words of Confucian culture because of the interpretation about Con-
fucian canons. The paraphrase of the Forewords in different dynasties, however, has been the bone of contention. From
Han dynasty to the middle of Tang dynasty, it was the common view that people praised highly the Forewords. Then, till
the early period of Ming dynasty, Neo-Confucianism which held various unfavorable opinions towards it was gradually ac-
cepted by the scholars. From the middle of Ming dynasty to Qing dynasty, Neo-Confucianism declined and then people re-
turned to support the Forewords. These commutative favorable and unfavorable attitudes towards it indicate their close con-
nection to the evolution of Confucianism.

Key words: Mao’s Poetic Forewords; Confucianism evolution; the Book of Songs
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