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On the Rational Essence of Leibniz’s Linguistic Philosophy and Its Historical
Status

Duan Dezhi (Professor, Wuhan University)

Abstract: The originality of Leibniz’s epistemology is not only embodied in the reflections of the origin,approach and truth-
fulness of knowledge,but also embodied in the assumption of universal character and general science and the construction of
universal algebra. His universal algebra contains the following three contents:inventing universal character,improving demon-
strative calculation,and constructing the general science. Leibniz’s linguistic philosophy is different from both Russell’s theo-
ry of description and Wittgenstein’s doctrine of language game,and is a kind of special rationalist linguistic philosophy. Up to
now, Leibniz’s talented assumption in the field of linguistic philosophy still is a treasure-trove of development value.

Key words: Leibniz; universal character; universal algebra; rationalism; linguistic philosophy
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