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A Consumer Perspective on the Transition from the Feudal Rural Economy
to Mercantilism

Li Xinkuan (Associate Professor, Northeast Normal University)

Abstract: The transition of western Europe from the feudal rural economy to mercantilism was a major turning point in the
evolution of world history. On the consumer perspective this transition was embodied mainly on the changes in the nature of
consumption, the main consumer, the main types of consumer goods and consumer attitudes of luxury. Consumption growth
based on increased productivity,consumption,in turn,promoted the transformation of the production, the birth of mercantil-
ism and the transformation of society. The significance of consumer perspective initiate the multiple dimensions of historical
research, deepen the understanding of mercantilism and provide the beneficial inspiration for today’s China to promote con-
sumption.

Key words: consumption; feudal rural economy; mercantilism
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