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On the Influences of Leibniz’s Principle of Sufficient Reason to Later
Philosophies

Chen Mo (Professor,Communication University of China)

Abstract: An important contribution of Leibniz for the Western philosophy consists in his proposing the principle of sufficient
reason. This not only changes the historical trend,to make Leibniz himself enjoy high position in the history of Western phi-
losophy. but also influences deeply German classical philosophy. modern Western humanist philosophy. analytic philosophy
and scientific philosophy. The influence of the principle to German classical philosophy is embodied both in German classical
idealism and in German classical materialism. Its influence to modern Western humanist philosophy is embodied mainly in
Schopenhauer and Heidegger. Its influence to modern analytic philosophy and scientific philosophy is embodied in Russell and
Carnap. The principle is still a principle of vitality so far.

Key words: Leibniz; the principle of sufficient reason; German classical philosophy; modern Western philosophy
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