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On the Relationship between Imperial Examination System and
the Decline of the Poetry and Prose in Ming Dynasty

Xue Quan (Professor, Hainan Normal University)

Abstract : The imperial examination system should bear the responsibility of the decline of poetry and prose in Ming Dynasty.
From a literary perspective, the effect mainly exists in three aspects; First, Shiren rarely write poetry before they become
Jinshi; Secondly, under the imperial examination system, intellectuals writing poetry is very embarrassing; Thirdly, the
shortcomings of Baguwen have a bad influence on poetry and prose. Of course, this mainly exists in Chenghua and Hongzhi
years later. Previously, the situation is slightly better. Because of the imperial examinations in Ming Dynasty, the program has
a process of development. Its impacting on poetry should be analyzed concretely.

Key words:imperial examination system;Ming dynasty; Baguwen; Chenghua period; Hongzhi period
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