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A Comparative Study of the Urban Mass Uprising in Modern China

—— Focusing on the Hankou Street Vendor Wave in 1908 and Shanghai Street Vendor
Wave in 1946

Hu Junxiu (Associate Professor, China Three Gorges University)

Li Jing (Graduate,China Three Gorges University)

Abstract: In the process of urbanization in modern China, the civil government’s failure in the management of the lower so-
cial groups led to the urban mass uprising, which to some extent had changed the urban political culture and daily life. The
comparison between Hankou street vendors wave in 1908 and Shanghai street vendors wave in 1946 showed that the out-
break of the collective action was resulted from both the failure of the civil government management and alienation social en-
vironment. The way of its protesting, its procedures and goals presented the general performance rule and the mass psychol-
ogy, while changing partly in the development of history. Different social forces such as Municipality, Chamber of commerce
organization ,the News media and the Power careerist influenced the development path of the street vendors wave and social
concern for the sake of their own interests. Vendors’ collective actions affected the trend of the relationship between the mu-
nicipality and the lower classes,but did not fundamentally change the survival state of the vendors. The concept of govern-
ance that cityscape was more important than the people’s livelihoods was taken by the municipality, leading to the funda-
mental opposition of the government’s position and the people’s welfare, so the peace after the street vendors wave was just
temporary. Urban mass uprising was only a rehearsal of social turbulence and crisis of governance.

Key words: urban mass uprising; the street vendor wave; Hankou; Shanghai
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