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Leibniz, Zhu Xi and Organismic Philosophy
~———A Critical Response to Joseph Needham
Sang Jingyu (Professor, Wuhan University)

Abstract: Against the prejudice of Western culture chauvinism, Joseph Needham puts forwards the idea that Zhu Xi’s Neo-
Confucianism, through the translation of the Jesuits, stimulated the organismic philosophy of Leibniz, and thus influenced
the shaping of modern Western organismic worldview. His assumption can not survive serious reflections which expose some
theoretical and chronological problems in it. Nevertheless Needham’s thoughtful insight that there exist surprising similari-
ties between Chinese thoughts and modern Western organism proves to be highly relevant and stimulating for contemporary
rethinking of the implication and the value of the ancient Chinese worldview.
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