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Discussion on the Differences between Laozi and Confucius’s Understandings of

“Neutralization”

Su Baohua (Associate professor, Yangzhou University)

Abstract: The range and concept of “Neutralization” do not just belong to the Confucian. In both Laozi and Confucius’s
philosophical and aesthetic systems, the concept of “Neutralization” occupies an significant position and has an abundant
connotation. Laozi and Confucius’s understandings of “Neutralization” are based on different cultural perspectives, generally
assessing and reflecting social, political and cultural issues of Zhou Dynasty. In terms of Ontology, Laozi prefers to the
natural life noumenon while Confucius emphasizes the ethical noumenon. Aimed at the propriety and music culture which
combines beauty and kindness of the Spring and Autumn period, Laozi and Confucius’s concepts of “Neutralization” reflects
different aesthetic value orientations. Restricted by specific value orientations, Laozi and Confucius developed relevant
aesthetic judgment based on respective concepts of “Neutralization”, which impacted Chinese Aesthetics a lot. Laozi’s ideas
about the “Neutralization” praise highly “the Dao Emulates Nature” and “Manifest plainness,and Embrace simplicity” , while
the concepts about the “Neutralization” of Confucius appreciate “Painting after Simplicity” and “Perfectness”.

Key words: Laozi; Confucius; Neutralization; the culture of ceremony and music
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