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On the Distinctive Features of Allusion in Xie Lingyun’s Poetry
Wu Guanwen (Associate researcher, Fudan University)

Chen Wenbin (Associate professor, Fudan University)

Abstract ; Nowadays many scholars think the allusions in Xie Lingyun’s poetry are too dense and they are definitely
shortcomings. But in investigating criticism about Xie’ s allusion from Southern dynasties until Tang, only positive
commentaries exist. There are still more praise than dispraise as with allusion in Xie Lingyun’s poetry until Ming and Qing
Dynasties. The divergences in dealing with allusion among ancient and modern criticism may due to the different criteria of
poetry allusion at different times. Objectively observe and study, we will find out that there are not only far more less
quantity of allusions in Xie’s works, furthermore, the characteristic of Xie’s flexible uses of allusions make them difficult to
be recognized.

Key words: Xie Lingyun; Southern dynasties; allusion; Yan Yanzhi
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