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Reflections on the Traditional Chinese Imperial History
Supervision System

Zhao Xiaogeng, Liu Yingxin (Renmin University)

Abstract The ancient Chinese supervisory system was regarded as one of the emperor’s most successful
power tricks in the traditional political structure, and it evolved with the strengthening of the imperial power.
The ruling experience of “administering officials without governing the people” is balanced in the conflict of
power and interests of the monarchs and ministers through the inferior but powerful supervisory officials. Since
the establishment of the Qin Dynasty supervisory system, many supervisory agencies in China have evolved, but
the unified power structure model behind them is basically the same. Judging from the practice of the political
system and the development of the supervisory system in traditional Chinese society, the huge supervisory power
system may not be an effective way to achieve an ideal system. The construction of the supervisory system
must not only have the independence and specialty in form, but also ensure the independence, effectiveness
and stability of its operating mechanism. The experience of China’s traditional supervisory system draws our
attention to the concrete path of contemporary supervision system reform.

Key words traditional monitoring system; supervisory authority; power structure; power restriction;

supervision system reform
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