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Europe Around Black Death

Xue Guozhong
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Author Xue Guozhong(1929-), male, Professor, School of Humanities, W uhan University, majoring

in 15— 16th century world history.

Abstract Before "Black Death", Europan agriculture had long been backward, for the development of

farming techniques lagged behind the growth of population. The only way to solve the problem was to clear

new land from forests and wastelands, but worsen environment, and finally caused "Black Death". The

plague greatly reduced population, and caused a new problem the shortage of laborers. Peasants took this

opportunity to free themselves from the control of landlords, which moved the serfdom of Western Europe

to its end and forced landlords in Western Europe to shift their economic activities from agricul ture farming

to livestock farming. Europe gradually moved to a new period of commercial economy.

Keywords black death; overpopulation; entry fing share-cropping



