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A Singular Modern or a Pluralistic Modern .
A Reconciliation Conclusion of the Contrary Interpretations of Modern

Ren Jiantao (Tsinghua University )

Abstract ; The transition and interpretation of“the modern”has always been the core topic of social science.
The long-term dominant view is that the West is the native land and theoretical originator of the modern,which is
well-known as the concept of singular modern. For a later period of time, Western and non-Western scholars have
aspired to re-understand the modern ,emphasizing that the modern is not monopolized by the West. Non-Western
countries , especially the Asian countries,have played a great original role in the initiation and prosperity of the
modern, even beyond the Western countries, which express the evolving concept of pluralistic modern. The con-
cept of pluralistic modern is aimed at replacing the one of singular modern. The confrontation between the two is
obvious. However , analysis shows that the contradictions are not irreconcilable. The concept of singular modern
underlines the western pattern presented in the modern program for the first time ,while the concept of pluralistic
modern declares that the Eastern and Western countries are on a par as for the origin of modern. To try to re-un-
derstand modern,we should regard the two interpretations and their intentions equally,and separate them effec-
tively in different interpretative spaces,thus highlighting a reconciliatory conclusion.

Key words: the concept of singular modern; the concept of pluralistic modern; West-as-the-center doc-

trine ; late-developing countries
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